	Why talented Malaysians have to leave

	George Lee | May 27, 09 3:42pm

	It has been two years since I left my adored country to seek fortune Down Under. A year ago, my family decided to settle down here. Throughout the two years since I have been away, I have followed the social, economic and politic backdrops in Malaysia via both the mainstream and alternative electronic media. 

Strangely, I have been keeping close tab on what is happening back home much more than when I was physically present in Malaysia. It hurts not being close to what is going on as the love for Malaysia has not transformed in any ways though like many of my friends (there are now seven of us - six IT consultants and one accountant -- who have settled in Australia), we had to leave. There were several reasons that contributed to our decision to leave Malaysia. 

On the economic front, we were getting exasperated with the high living costs - the rise of prices in petrol, toll, parking, and fast-moving consumer goods - which had resulted in creating inconveniences to our daily lives. 

More importantly, there were no worthwhile measures taken to address the affliction. While prices increase, the quantity and quality of goods were eroded. We envisaged (from past experiences) that the government would not do much to solve the people's livelihood. We just did not like to be constricted in such manner. We decided that we wanted to create another lifestyle in a more structured society, where the government would be more willing to help.

Socially, there were prevailing emotional distresses that we had to endure. For example, rude drivers, traffic hold-ups (drivers who shaped their own rules), escalating crime rate (witnessed several snatch thieves in action and the grieved of the victims but police are no where to be seen) and general discontentment among friends about living in Malaysia. 

I was also appalled by the mindsets of government departments such as the Ministry of Education, Inland Revenue, and Dewan Bandar Raya when I had to run numerous errands. The government servants were rude, unconscientious and irresponsible. The systems in place in most of the country's organisations left a lot to be desired. 

Any rational individual would start to ask whether Malaysia is a place worth living. The government has no sense of urgency to address the contorted public order and peace. We honestly felt unsafe to venture out of our homes even though the ‘mamak' stalls were in close proximity.

Politically, Malaysia has never able to isolate persistent racial issues. The government and its component parties were often practising double-faced roles of subduing and fanning racial sentiment. Intellectuals like us could see the schema behind. We knew very well that those in politics would be prepared to sacrifice the well-being of ordinary folks for their greed, while carrying a different message on their lips. These people needed to safeguard their political livelihoods as they are nobody without power. 

Two years have passed. It hurts to watch from here when people continue to stand up against an unjust system but were frustrated by the tough and insensitive stance adopted by the government and its ruthless police force. Look at what has transpired in the Perak debacle. Forgive my ignorant in politics but personally I am sad to see how the authority handled the situation. We just cannot use the approach during the 1987 Operasi Lalang to suppress and oppress the people of today. 

We are living in the 21st Century and too many things have changed. The government is just too conceited to admit and fail to discover a different strategy to tackle current political issues. Just look at the sweeping action and arrogant speeches delivered by the police force (OCPD from Brickfields), an extension of the government. 

How can we teach our children humbleness and politeness if the politicians practise a different school of thought. With the latest in Malaysia's political scene, we have no qualms that we made the right decision two years ago even though the choice was difficult and agonising.

Many fellow Malaysians have no alternative but to brush aside all the inconveniences. Many braves ones have embarked to fight against the prolong issues and unfairness. I salute all these brave, ordinary folks and wish that they have copious of energies to carry them through. Two years ago, it had come to a juncture where I could no longer sweep all these tribulations under the rug and the eventuality was, to go away. 

However, everyone has their own temperaments and beliefs. We would love to do something such as creating awareness for the betterment of Malaysia if we can find the platform and opportunity.

Having lived in Australia for two years, it puzzled me why the systems here can be so efficiently coordinated and ran. The councils and government are very much in control. Most importantly, their feedback and replies are prompt and updated. Filing tax returns here is convenient and fast that I got my refund within 14 days consistently for the past two years. 

Here, we could be paying more taxes but I get some back via the structured family assistance allowance, free medical benefit and very reasonable school fee, etc. Lately, we even obtained stimulus payout from the tax office due to the effect of economic downturn. These measures have received great appreciation from the people. 

The obvious question here is why can't Malaysia adopt some of the successful systems implement in Australia. One need not be superhuman to get things going except dedication and consistently, which Malaysia is lacking. 

I can see that the Penang State government is starting to perk up the government delivery systems that are conspicuously missing in the Malaysian governance structure. Many of the systems in Malaysia are more about form than substance. One of the most important components that are noticeably missing is the integration among different government bodies. Conversely, this is so successful incorporated Down Under, which has curtailed loopholes and acted as a check and balance mechanism for the local government.

Ordinary Malaysians would like to be treated uniformly. If there is any trace of the adverse happening, that would slice open the disparity gap. What the government should be doing in my modest opinion is to build a mechanism to encourage the mediocre group to catch up and this should be attained not by protection or spoon-feeding. 

The government should have a far-sighted view and not worry about temporary setback. Just like us, we were ‘compelled' to learn things in a hard way after we arrived in a new place. Initially it was hard but eventually we triumphed. Frankly, things are not so hard but politicians like to think in a complex manner. 

It is time for the Malaysian government to take stock and revert to basics, or else we could expect a change of guard in four years time though it is probably too late now. 


	Search for better lives, non-bumis face dilemma

	Derrick Chan | May 28, 09 6:22pm

	I refer to the opinion written by George CN Lee titled "Why talented Malaysians have to leave". 

George's opinion is shared by many Malaysians. This is especially among Malaysians of non-bumiputera origin. He points out the negativity in the economic, social and political situation in Malaysia. Mr. Lee is a shameless armchair critic.

Mr. Lee sends his pessimistic views from a far. What makes it more difficult for me to stomach is that he offers no solution to the problem. He also refuses to be part of the solution. He complaint about Malaysia even after calling somewhere else home. I know many will agree that this is just plain typical of the third generation of Malaysians of Chinese-origin.

I dislike the effect his opinion will have on Malaysians. Mr. Lee has inadvertently encouraged Malaysians to migrate by painting a very sorrowful situation in Malaysia. I admit that what he wrote is true and I do not deny it. However, the sad part is that other ex-Malaysians like Mr. Lee are too afraid to take part in the movement for change. He has decided that flight is better than fight. 

Like Mr. Lee, I am a Malaysian of Chinese origin. As I grew up, I came to terms that I am a Malaysian-born citizen who happens to be a Chinese. It was by fate, and not design. 

Back then in China, the local armed strife is well-documented. As a result, my ancestors left China many years ago. They were left with no choice as the land they toiled was forcefully taken over by the Communist movement, by force, in China. They were left in dire conditions. It broke their hearts to leave but they had to because they were supporters of democratic principles. They tried their best and risked their lives trying to counter the Communist movement but failed. It was only then they decided to take flight.

They boarded ships, not knowing where they would land. All they knew was that they were heading South. I believed that it was destiny that brought them to the shores of the peninsular so that they could rebuild their lives and live peacefully. The then Malaya provided them with this excellent opportunity. This was a land that gave new hope and as I like to call it, they lived the Malaysian Dream. 

There is a caveat to my definition of ‘Malaysian Dream'. It is unlike the American Dream. I would not be able to define this in my short treatise. However, the summary of my Malaysian Dream is that every Malaysian regardless of race is accorded the justice and equality to build a home and live happy lives. I can imagine that many of you think that equality and justice is a fable to non-bumiputeras and I do not deny it. However, we can change it to what it was before and flourish like how Malaysia did in its formative years.

I would be lying if I said that I have never considered migration. I have but not anymore. I weighed the pros and cons of why I should and should not migrate. I even went to the extent of writing it down. At the end, I came to the conclusion that I would never ever leave home. I was born in this country and I will be buried with my forefathers who also call this place home.

Home is an institution. It is unlike a house. A house is merely a structure with four walls and a roof over it. I must say that Malaysia as my home is still an institution. It has not been reduced to a house. Malaysia was a good home to all of us. 

About 60 to 70 years ago, you would hardly hear anything about racial conflict. Everyone lived in peace and harmony. However, for Malaysia to maintain its homely status, it needs housekeeping. And housekeeping is every Malaysian citizen's duty.

It was not until all of us Malaysians started to be complacent and left the duties of housekeeping to a few people. The Malaysians who became complacent started not to care. This contributed to the infamous ‘tidak apa' attitude that still prevails in Malaysia.

Mr. Lee compares the living standards between Malaysian and Australia. I shall take the bull by the horns on this issue. The reason that Australia and other Western countries have better system of governance is simple: The people who live there have a more participative attitude towards governance. This is opposed to the nonchalant attitude among Malaysians and an example of this would be that they have never voted in their lives.

They are scared to participate in civil society. They're afraid to join peaceful protests in Malaysia because they're afraid that the sun will darken their skin. Basically, they're just not interested. This non-interested approached has hurt Malaysia and is the main cause why Malaysia is in the state it is today. 

Every Malaysian is given a broom by right. That broom is to clean up our home. It is to keep it neat and tidy. However, the sad thing is that many Malaysians have never lifted that broom. They've assumed that it's better to flee to other countries, as if they don't have housekeeping duties there.

To sum this up, my message to fellow Malaysians is simple: Go and pick up that broom you were given. Go and participate in the democratic movement in Malaysia and get involved especially if you, such as Mr. George Lee, think that Malaysia is losing its status of being a home to you. Don't be persuaded by what he says. He didn't bother lifting up the broom to tidy our home.

Don't throw in the towel until the broom you've been given is broken. If your broom breaks like how my ancestor's one broke in China, then I would not fault you if you take flight as you've already fought.
I will certainly not give up on Malaysia. I hope you will not too.




The author is a proud Malaysian. 


Sent via email:

29 May 2009, 3.40pm

Dear Sir

I refer to the letter titled “Search for better lives, non-bumis face dilemma” written by Mr Derrick Chan and published on 28 May 2009.

Mr Chan wrote that ex-Malaysians like Mr George Lee are too afraid to take part in the movement for change. He further suggested that Mr Lee (and by implication ex-Malaysians like him) has decided that flight is better than fight.

Mr Chan also wrote that his ancestors fled China because they were left in dire conditions. His ancestors didn’t remain in China to fight on, presumably because it wasn’t a battle they could win.

Mr Chan said he considered emigrating but decided not to. Mr Chan then provided a brief lecture on the difference between a home and a house. He looks at Malaysia as his home, and not merely a house. 

Mr Chan is of course right in saying that everyone has a responsibility to clean up his home. His concern appears to be that Mr Lee’s letter may persuade many to conclude that cleaning up Malaysia belongs in a “too hard” basket and will pack up and leave. For that reason he chose to accost Mr Lee after giving him a scolding. He appears to chide those who like Mr Lee, chose to leave and accuses them for being apathetic, suggesting that they probably “never voted in their lives”. The ills of the country were blamed on this apathy and the implication was that those who leave are mostly of the apathetic type. He suggest those who leave have no role to play in the cleaning up exercise.

Mr Chan is to be applauded for being noble and patriotic. He should however be corrected for saying those who leave are apathetic and should be excluded from fighting the ills of Malaysia. He implies there is more nobility to staying and fighting than leaving. He equates leaving to fleeing which by implication smacks of cowardice. I suppose he would also point an accusing finger at Raja Petra for leaving Malaysia?

Many have said Malaysia is at a crossroad. It has been for a long time now. When Dr Mahathir stepped down from the role of Prime Minister many thought Malaysia is at a crossroad. At various points during Pak Lah’s administration many thought Malaysia was at a crossroad. It has been 6 years since Dr Mahathir left office. Where is Malaysia now? 

Malaysia now has a Prime Minister who has serious credibility issues. This Prime Minister has taken office for barely 2 months and has been beleaguered by issues and discontent the likes of which have never been seen in Malaysia. The police and the judiciary too are also suffering similar problems. The public has been extremely dissatisfied with all of them.

Is Mr Chan suggesting apathy is the single largest cause of this ill (and of the myriads of ills plaguing Malaysia) and is he further suggesting those who chose to take their battles elsewhere have no right to express their discontent and have to leave such expressions to those who remain in the country? He laments complacency and apathy. He is right but only partly so. The bigger problem is a complacency and apathy of the mind. Mr Chan’s apparent simplistic views are reflective of the bigger complacency and apathy which is that of the mind. Admittedly the required course of action at this point in time is less cerebral and more vocal and participatory. That cannot mean surely, that you park your brains behind? Indeed a complacent and apathetic mind would lead all the vigils, demonstrations and hunger strikes down a blind alley. Use your broom and sweep away with all your might if you will but if you don’t outwit that culprit dumping rubbish all over your house you can sweep till kingdom come and still be mired to your nose. Cleaning the Augean Stables was made possible not by industry but by cunning – a trait which hapless people like Mr Chan appears to lack.

Mr Chan, I applaud you for staying to fight. I assume you did not abandon your plans to emigrate because you lacked courage to start again. I urge you however to not exclude those who left Malaysia. The term “brain drain” wasn’t coined by someone who smoked a funny cigarette. Many who left are talented people. You need all the brains you can get to fight the ills plaguing Malaysia now. You need people to be brave and show up of course, but now more than ever, you also need good thinkers. Witness the silly horse trading going on within Parti Keadilan and the stench that escapade stirred up? That is another symptom of the guileless taking to the battlefields. Fight by all means, but fight principally the battle of the minds. If more have fought with their minds 30 years ago, Malaysia would not require such an almighty sweeping exercise today. 

The racial harmony of 60 to 70 years ago was maintained while the British were telling the locals what to do. Does Mr Chan prefer that? Since the locals started running the show, racism in the form of racist policies have had the better of everyone. These policies drive good people away. You cannot blame anyone but the propagators of those immoral policies. 

I stood outside the Kuala Lumpur High court participating in a vigil on the night Lim Guan Eng was imprisoned for defending a helpless grandmother and her abused granddaughter. I worked with the opposition at every single election before 2004. I wrote to the press, participated in forums, and chided political appointees in corporate boardrooms. I argued against policemen, council workers and land office officials. I harangued politicians in airport lounges. I do everything I could and continue to do so. I may have left Malaysia but no one has the right to tell me I have lost my right to speak up against a wrong. I left because I chose to fight my battles from where I think I can win more of them. That doesn’t mean I cannot fight the wrongs in my country of birth.

Mr Chan and all Malaysians, surely what we are all fighting for is a more just and equitable place to live in. That battle can and must be fought by everyone who cares. Please don’t be presumptuous or simplistic and think because we left we don’t care.

Teh Thian Hwa

Melbourne, Australia

Friday, May 29, 2009

Malaysian Dream? 

Posted by: soh6299 

Just read the article from Malaysian Insider regarding this title, Malaysian Dream by Derrick Chan. I believe it was in respond to few days earlier what Geroge Lee wrote about migration.

Yes. There is a Malaysian Dream for everyone here regardless whether you are malays, chinese, indian or lain lain. Generally the average people's life is like below;

For a malay, he or she will wants to strike rich via all the connections and hand out by the govertment. 

For the chinese is to work hard and save every ringgits, sikit sikit jadi bukit. With the money in hand, you can start a  business, and go on to a bigger stage, only the sky is the limit.

For the indian, it is to get out from the estate life and goes into city to look for better job. Since this community is small here, it is earsier to get to know the right people and you will be flying like a helicopter, shoot straight to the top.

There are many examples you can see in every fields. I have gone throught the years of working life, and see one of my indian friends, started as a sales in statinary items, then become a sub-contractor and so happen to know one of the super rich indian boss, next thing you know is that he is doing oversea business. There are too many chinese examples to mention, it is the same for the malays.

I know some of the indonesian workers who is doing house  renovation work in Subang Jaya. They have been here for more than 10 years, to them it is good life here. A lots of work and can earn good money. They want to come here to look for a better life.  

So Malaysia is a good country, everyone who is here has a dream. Never mind the political issue, no one can cover the sky with his hand. For 50 years BN is the goverment and things got bad to worst. Soon the change will come, because life is like that, it is like a sine wave, there is up and down.

I like Derrick Chan has a positive outlook for Malaysia, you got to look for solution for every difficulty you faced. The problems Malaysia have can be overcomed. What Geroge Lee did is not wrong because he choose another solution, one easier solution by migrating to another country. But he will still face problems there! Believe me what you see over there is always better until you are there. 

